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Overview of 9th Grade Weeks at a Glance 
Weeks at a Glance are a collection of suggested daily lesson plans for the AVID Elective class, each of which includes the related AVID Elective Standards, an Essential Question, instructional steps, and hyperlinks to AVID resources. The Weeks at a Glance resources support AVID elective class teachers in vertical alignment and scaffolding of skill development, accessing and using the most current AVID curriculum (books, digital resources, etc.), and delivering standards-based instruction in alignment with the AVID Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI). 
For students who have previous experience with AVID, the 9th grade lessons will serve as an opportunity for refinement of AVID skills and application in the high school context. For students new to AVID, the 9th grade progression will expose them to all components of AVID. Students will work on academic and personal goals and communication, adjusting to the high school setting. Students will increase awareness of their personal contributions to their learning, as well as their involvement in their school and community. Students will work in collaborative settings, learning how to participate in collegial discussions and use sources to support their ideas and opinions. Students will prepare for and participate in college entrance and placement exams, while refining study skills and test taking, note-taking, and research techniques.  
Focus Areas 
· Introduction to, or refinement of basic elements of AVID (tutorials, focused notes, organizational tools) 
· Continued development of relational-capacity 
· Application of AVID skills in the high school context 
Units of Study  
· “Life Goals” Essay Expository Timed Writing Unit – 6 curriculum days (Day 21-30) 
· Community Service Unit – 9 curriculum days (Day 31-45) 
· College Testing Reflection – 3 curriculum days (Day 51-60) 
· “Explanation of a process” Expository Essay – 6 curriculum days (Day 61-70) 
· “Mandala” Descriptive Essay – 8 curriculum days (Day 106-120) 
· College Research – 12 curriculum days (Day 131-150) 
· Personal Finance and Financial Aid – 6 curriculum day (Day 156-165) 
Focused Note-Taking Skill Development 
· Introduction to Focused Note-Taking – Days 6-9, 11 
· Connecting Thinking – Day 48 
· Applying Learning – Day 71 
· Summary Reflection – Day 92 and 94 
· Apply Learning – 123 
· Review and goal-setting – 126 
· Focused Note Checks – approximately every 5 days (provides accountability and refinement for each aforementioned skill) 
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Weeks at a Glance FAQ 
Pacing 
Q:  I tried to use Weeks at a Glance, but there was too much stuff. How do I keep from getting overwhelmed? 
A:  AVID Weeks at a Glance has lots of information and materials, which is why the goal is not necessarily to cover every item on every day of the WAG. To try to keep up with the pace, look for lessons that can be merged together or individual activities that can be shortened. There’s always a balance between pushing students toward comprehensive preparation for college readiness and not pushing so hard that they shut down. 
 
Q:  My school’s career fair is coming up. Is there a way for me to align my curriculum with the event? 
A:  This is a great reason to adapt the WAG sequence! The WAG lessons are largely designed to be taught in units and can be moved. Tying the lessons into other campus events to increase impact is fantastic. 
 
Q:  I taught my students Cornell notes, but they didn’t get it. WAG told me to move on. What should I do? 
A:  Being connected to the struggles of students is a good reason to adapt lessons. However, it is also important to realize the AVID Elective is designed to build college readiness skills over multiple years. Spending extended time at the beginning of the year on Cornell notes might not be as valuable as spreading out that skill development over the entire year. WAG is designed to target and build upon skills over the course of time. 
 
Q:  I teach more slowly than WAG accounts for. I’m on Day 23, but second semester has started. How do I catch up? 
A:  It is very likely that, at some point, teachers will fall behind the pacing of WAG. However, it is important to note that some key units of study fall at the end of the year, so we highly suggest starting off from the second semester WAG and filling in gaps from previous lessons as needed.  
 
Try to maintain a balance of responding to students’ needs by slowing down or re-teaching, but also remembering that their AVID teacher next year won’t be recovering any of the standards that weren’t covered.   
 
Q:  My school is [1:1/block schedule/long periods/short periods/combined grade levels/didn’t start AVID until ___ grade], so WAG wasn’t written for my type of school. Can I still use it? 
A:  Although AVID Center is constantly revising the lessons to improve their quality, it is unlikely we will ever meet the exact needs of every variation of scheduling or school. Consider adapting lessons to shorten or lengthen according to need or working with other elective teachers to collectively rework the lessons. 
  
Content 
Q:  I’m not an English teacher, and I don’t know how to teach writing. Can I skip the writing units in the 
WAG? 
A:  The lessons are designed to be prescriptive enough that they can easily be followed by teachers unfamiliar with the content and will hopefully spark ideas in teachers who are more comfortable with the topic.  
 
To prepare students for college readiness, it is imperative that each of their AVID teachers cover all grade level standards to prepare them for the next grade level of AVID. Teachers who are still confused or having difficulty with individual WAG lessons should send their questions or concerns to the AVID Curriculum Department via the link at the bottom of the page. 
 
Q:  I have a book study that I’ve done with my AVID class for years! How can I fit it into WAG? 
A:  Spending large amounts of time on one Domain (such as reading) will limit the class time that can be spent on the other seven Domains. Try to connect with other teachers. For example, if English teachers are reading a book of interest in their classes, consider taking an excerpt from the book and using it in a Socratic Seminar. 
 
Q:  I like to pick and choose from all grade levels of WAG. Is this a good strategy? 
A:  This might be appropriate when teaching ninth grade if all the students are new to AVID.  In this case, pulling resources from seventh and eighth grades might support filling in knowledge gaps. However, when pulling a lesson from a past or future year, it’s possible students will repeat a lesson. In addition, some lessons in WAG are designed as larger units of study, so using a lesson from a future year might throw off future instruction. 
 
Q:  I teach multiple grade levels. Can I use the same WAG lesson in all my classes? 
A:  Many of the same skills are spiraled at all grade levels. AVID recommends trying to differentiate as much as possible to cover each grade level’s unique standards. If possible, avoid scheduling multi-grade-level classes in the master schedule. 
 
Q:  What should I do if my ideas and lessons are better than what’s in WAG? 
A:  Please use the link at the bottom of each lesson plan to contribute ideas about how AVID can improve a WAG lesson! 
 
Miscellaneous 
Q:  My understanding was that WAG was optional. Can I simply choose not to use it? 
A:  Yes, WAG is optional. However, remember that according to the Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI), the standards are not optional! It is critical that all aspects of the standards are covered; the lessons in Weeks at a Glance cover 100 percent of each grade level’s standards.  
 
Be sure to look at what is in WAG before recreating the wheel. There may be topics that you think should be covered now (e.g., Goal-Setting, Time Management, Career Exploration), and WAG might have a unit on those very topics in another five or six weeks. Feel free to change the order of any of the lessons/units in WAG.  
 
Remember that the AVID Elective is ideally designed to be scaffolded over seven years.  Some of the units and topics you really enjoy teaching might be written into seventh or ninth grade. If you choose not to use WAG, you might duplicate identical lessons. 
 
Q:  I have ideas to change or improve some of the WAG lessons. Who do I contact? 
A:  Fantastic! Send them to curriculum@avid.org by clicking on the icon at the bottom right of each lesson plan. 
 
For other questions about Weeks at a Glance, email us at curriculum@avid.org. 
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Overview of 10th Grade Weeks at a Glance 
Weeks at a Glance are a collection of suggested daily lesson plans for the AVID Elective class, each of which includes the related AVID Elective Standards, an Essential Question, instructional steps, and hyperlinks to AVID resources. The Weeks at a Glance resources support AVID elective class teachers in vertical alignment and scaffolding of skill development, accessing and using the most current AVID curriculum (books, digital resources, etc.), and delivering standards-based instruction in alignment with the AVID Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI). 
During the tenth-grade AVID Elective course, students will refine the AVID strategies to meet their independent needs and learning styles. Students will continue to refine and adjust their academic learning plans and goals, increasing awareness of their actions and behaviors. As students increase the rigorous course load and school/community involvement, they will refine their time management and study skills accordingly. Students will expand their writing portfolio to include: analyzing prompts, supporting arguments and claims, character analysis and detailed reflections. Students will also analyze various documents, in order to participate in collaborative discussions and develop leadership skills in those settings. Students will expand their vocabulary use, continuing to prepare for college entrance exams and preparation. Text analysis will focus on specific strategies to understand complex texts. Lastly, students will narrow down their college and careers of interest, based on personal interests and goals. 
Focus Areas 
· Refinement of all elements of AVID (tutorials, focused notes, organizational tools) 
· Continued development of relational-capacity 
· Application of AVID skills in the high school context 
Units of Study  
· “Be the Change” Argumentative Essay – 9 curriculum days (Day 46-60) 
· Career Research – 14 curriculum days (Day 156-178) 
Focused Note-Taking Skill Development 
· Introduction to Focused Note-Taking – Days 6-9, 11 
· Layering and Connecting Thinking – Day 33 
· Processing Notes – Day 66 
· Review and Goal-setting – Day 93 and 121 
· Summary Reflections – Day 141 
· Focused Note Checks – approximately every 5-10 days (provides accountability and refinement for each aforementioned skill) 
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Weeks at a Glance FAQ 
Pacing 
Q:  I tried to use Weeks at a Glance, but there was too much stuff. How do I keep from getting overwhelmed? 
A:  AVID Weeks at a Glance has lots of information and materials, which is why the goal is not necessarily to cover every item on every day of the WAG. To try to keep up with the pace, look for lessons that can be merged together or individual activities that can be shortened. There’s always a balance between pushing students toward comprehensive preparation for college readiness and not pushing so hard that they shut down. 
 
Q:  My school’s career fair is coming up. Is there a way for me to align my curriculum with the event? 
A:  This is a great reason to adapt the WAG sequence! The WAG lessons are largely designed to be taught in units and can be moved. Tying the lessons into other campus events to increase impact is fantastic. 
 
Q:  I taught my students Cornell notes, but they didn’t get it. WAG told me to move on. What should I do? 
A:  Being connected to the struggles of students is a good reason to adapt lessons. However, it is also important to realize the AVID Elective is designed to build college readiness skills over multiple years. Spending extended time at the beginning of the year on Cornell notes might not be as valuable as spreading out that skill development over the entire year. WAG is designed to target and build upon skills over the course of time. 
 
Q:  I teach more slowly than WAG accounts for. I’m on Day 23, but second semester has started. How do I catch up? 
A:  It is very likely that, at some point, teachers will fall behind the pacing of WAG. However, it is important to note that some key units of study fall at the end of the year, so we highly suggest starting off from the second semester WAG and filling in gaps from previous lessons as needed.  
 
Try to maintain a balance of responding to students’ needs by slowing down or re-teaching, but also remembering that their AVID teacher next year won’t be recovering any of the standards that weren’t covered.   
 
Q:  My school is [1:1/block schedule/long periods/short periods/combined grade levels/didn’t start AVID until ___ grade], so WAG wasn’t written for my type of school. Can I still use it? 
A:  Although AVID Center is constantly revising the lessons to improve their quality, it is unlikely we will ever meet the exact needs of every variation of scheduling or school. Consider adapting lessons to shorten or lengthen according to need or working with other elective teachers to collectively rework the lessons. 
  
Content 
Q:  I’m not an English teacher, and I don’t know how to teach writing. Can I skip the writing units in the 
WAG? 
A:  The lessons are designed to be prescriptive enough that they can easily be followed by teachers unfamiliar with the content and will hopefully spark ideas in teachers who are more comfortable with the topic.  
 
To prepare students for college readiness, it is imperative that each of their AVID teachers cover all grade level standards to prepare them for the next grade level of AVID. Teachers who are still confused or having difficulty with individual WAG lessons should send their questions or concerns to the AVID Curriculum Department via the link at the bottom of the page. 
 
Q:  I have a book study that I’ve done with my AVID class for years! How can I fit it into WAG? 
A:  Spending large amounts of time on one Domain (such as reading) will limit the class time that can be spent on the other seven Domains. Try to connect with other teachers. For example, if English teachers are reading a book of interest in their classes, consider taking an excerpt from the book and using it in a Socratic Seminar. 
 
Q:  I like to pick and choose from all grade levels of WAG. Is this a good strategy? 
A:  This might be appropriate when teaching ninth grade if all the students are new to AVID.  In this case, pulling resources from seventh and eighth grades might support filling in knowledge gaps. However, when pulling a lesson from a past or future year, it’s possible students will repeat a lesson. In addition, some lessons in WAG are designed as larger units of study, so using a lesson from a future year might throw off future instruction. 
 
Q:  I teach multiple grade levels. Can I use the same WAG lesson in all my classes? 
A:  Many of the same skills are spiraled at all grade levels. AVID recommends trying to differentiate as much as possible to cover each grade level’s unique standards. If possible, avoid scheduling multi-grade-level classes in the master schedule. 
 
Q:  What should I do if my ideas and lessons are better than what’s in WAG? 
A:  Please use the link at the bottom of each lesson plan to contribute ideas about how AVID can improve a WAG lesson! 
 
Miscellaneous 
Q:  My understanding was that WAG was optional. Can I simply choose not to use it? 
A:  Yes, WAG is optional. However, remember that according to the Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI), the standards are not optional! It is critical that all aspects of the standards are covered; the lessons in Weeks at a Glance cover 100 percent of each grade level’s standards.  
 
Be sure to look at what is in WAG before recreating the wheel. There may be topics that you think should be covered now (e.g., Goal-Setting, Time Management, Career Exploration), and WAG might have a unit on those very topics in another five or six weeks. Feel free to change the order of any of the lessons/units in WAG.  
 
Remember that the AVID Elective is ideally designed to be scaffolded over seven years.  Some of the units and topics you really enjoy teaching might be written into seventh or ninth grade. If you choose not to use WAG, you might duplicate identical lessons. 
 
Q:  I have ideas to change or improve some of the WAG lessons. Who do I contact? 
A:  Fantastic! Send them to curriculum@avid.org by clicking on the icon at the bottom right of each lesson plan. 
 
For other questions about Weeks at a Glance, email us at curriculum@avid.org. 
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Overview of 11th Grade Weeks at a Glance 
Weeks at a Glance are a collection of suggested daily lesson plans for the AVID Elective class, each of which includes the related AVID Elective Standards, an Essential Question, instructional steps, and hyperlinks to AVID resources. The Weeks at a Glance resources support AVID elective class teachers in vertical alignment and scaffolding of skill development, accessing and using the most current AVID curriculum (books, digital resources, etc.), and delivering standards-based instruction in alignment with the AVID Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI). 
The eleventh-grade AVID Elective course is the first part in a junior/senior curriculum that focuses on writing and critical thinking expected of first- and second-year college students. In addition to the academic focus of eleventh-grade, there are activities, units, and tasks that should be undertaken during the junior year to support students as they apply to four-year universities and confirm their postsecondary plans. 
Focus Areas 
· Preparation for PSAT(NMSQT)/SAT/ACT 
· College information, including Financial Aid, Resume, “AVID-Friendly” Colleges, Cost of attending college, applications, college entrance essays 
Units of Study  
• 	Service Learning Unit (in small groups) – 30 curriculum days (Day 61-130) (with alternate lesson options to correspond with EASCR Summer Institute Strand) 
Focused Note-Taking Skill Development 
· Introduction to Focused Note-Taking – Days 6 and 7 
· Review and Goal-setting – Day 91 
· Focused Note Checks – approximately every 10 days (provides accountability and refinement for each aforementioned skill) 
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Weeks at a Glance FAQ 
Pacing 
Q:  I tried to use Weeks at a Glance, but there was too much stuff. How do I keep from getting overwhelmed? 
A:  AVID Weeks at a Glance has lots of information and materials, which is why the goal is not necessarily to cover every item on every day of the WAG. To try to keep up with the pace, look for lessons that can be merged together or individual activities that can be shortened. There’s always a balance between pushing students toward comprehensive preparation for college readiness and not pushing so hard that they shut down. 
 
Q:  My school’s career fair is coming up. Is there a way for me to align my curriculum with the event? 
A:  This is a great reason to adapt the WAG sequence! The WAG lessons are largely designed to be taught in units and can be moved. Tying the lessons into other campus events to increase impact is fantastic. 
 
Q:  I taught my students Cornell notes, but they didn’t get it. WAG told me to move on. What should I do? 
A:  Being connected to the struggles of students is a good reason to adapt lessons. However, it is also important to realize the AVID Elective is designed to build college readiness skills over multiple years. Spending extended time at the beginning of the year on Cornell notes might not be as valuable as spreading out that skill development over the entire year. WAG is designed to target and build upon skills over the course of time. 
 
Q:  I teach more slowly than WAG accounts for. I’m on Day 23, but second semester has started. How do I catch up? 
A:  It is very likely that, at some point, teachers will fall behind the pacing of WAG. However, it is important to note that some key units of study fall at the end of the year, so we highly suggest starting off from the second semester WAG and filling in gaps from previous lessons as needed.  
 
Try to maintain a balance of responding to students’ needs by slowing down or re-teaching, but also remembering that their AVID teacher next year won’t be recovering any of the standards that weren’t covered.   
 
Q:  My school is [1:1/block schedule/long periods/short periods/combined grade levels/didn’t start AVID until ___ grade], so WAG wasn’t written for my type of school. Can I still use it? 
A:  Although AVID Center is constantly revising the lessons to improve their quality, it is unlikely we will ever meet the exact needs of every variation of scheduling or school. Consider adapting lessons to shorten or lengthen according to need or working with other elective teachers to collectively rework the lessons. 
  
Content 
Q:  I’m not an English teacher, and I don’t know how to teach writing. Can I skip the writing units in the 
WAG? 
A:  The lessons are designed to be prescriptive enough that they can easily be followed by teachers unfamiliar with the content and will hopefully spark ideas in teachers who are more comfortable with the topic.  
 
To prepare students for college readiness, it is imperative that each of their AVID teachers cover all grade level standards to prepare them for the next grade level of AVID. Teachers who are still confused or having difficulty with individual WAG lessons should send their questions or concerns to the AVID Curriculum Department via the link at the bottom of the page. 
 
Q:  I have a book study that I’ve done with my AVID class for years! How can I fit it into WAG? 
A:  Spending large amounts of time on one Domain (such as reading) will limit the class time that can be spent on the other seven Domains. Try to connect with other teachers. For example, if English teachers are reading a book of interest in their classes, consider taking an excerpt from the book and using it in a Socratic Seminar. 
 
Q:  I like to pick and choose from all grade levels of WAG. Is this a good strategy? 
A:  This might be appropriate when teaching ninth grade if all the students are new to AVID.  In this case, pulling resources from seventh and eighth grades might support filling in knowledge gaps. However, when pulling a lesson from a past or future year, it’s possible students will repeat a lesson. In addition, some lessons in WAG are designed as larger units of study, so using a lesson from a future year might throw off future instruction. 
 
Q:  I teach multiple grade levels. Can I use the same WAG lesson in all my classes? 
A:  Many of the same skills are spiraled at all grade levels. AVID recommends trying to differentiate as much as possible to cover each grade level’s unique standards. If possible, avoid scheduling multi-grade-level classes in the master schedule. 
 
Q:  What should I do if my ideas and lessons are better than what’s in WAG? 
A:  Please use the link at the bottom of each lesson plan to contribute ideas about how AVID can improve a WAG lesson! 
 
Miscellaneous 
Q:  My understanding was that WAG was optional. Can I simply choose not to use it? 
A:  Yes, WAG is optional. However, remember that according to the Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI), the standards are not optional! It is critical that all aspects of the standards are covered; the lessons in Weeks at a Glance cover 100 percent of each grade level’s standards.  
 
Be sure to look at what is in WAG before recreating the wheel. There may be topics that you think should be covered now (e.g., Goal-Setting, Time Management, Career Exploration), and WAG might have a unit on those very topics in another five or six weeks. Feel free to change the order of any of the lessons/units in WAG.  
 
Remember that the AVID Elective is ideally designed to be scaffolded over seven years.  Some of the units and topics you really enjoy teaching might be written into seventh or ninth grade. If you choose not to use WAG, you might duplicate identical lessons. 
 
Q:  I have ideas to change or improve some of the WAG lessons. Who do I contact? 
A:  Fantastic! Send them to curriculum@avid.org by clicking on the icon at the bottom right of each lesson plan. 
 
For other questions about Weeks at a Glance, email us at curriculum@avid.org. 
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Overview of 12th Grade Weeks at a Glance 
Weeks at a Glance are a collection of suggested daily lesson plans for the AVID Elective class, each of which includes the related AVID Elective Standards, an Essential Question, instructional steps, and hyperlinks to AVID resources. The Weeks at a Glance resources support AVID elective class teachers in vertical alignment and scaffolding of skill development, accessing and using the most current AVID curriculum (books, digital resources, etc.), and delivering standards-based instruction in alignment with the AVID Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI). 
The AVID Elective twelfth-grade course is the second part in a junior/senior course that focuses on writing and critical thinking expected of first- and second-year college students. Students will complete a final research essay project building on knowledge and skills developed in their junior year in AVID. In addition to the academic focus of the AVID senior seminar, there are college-bound activities, methodologies and tasks that should be achieved during the senior year that support students as they apply to four-year universities and confirm their postsecondary plans.  
Focus Areas 
· Preparation for college attendance, including completion of admission and scholarship applications 
· Preparation for college-life, including academic, social, and financial factors 
· Transition to student-led tutorial model 
Units of Study  
• 	Service Learning Unit (individual project) – 23 curriculum days (Day 41-130) (with alternate lesson options to correspond with EASCR Summer Institute Strand) 
Focused Note-Taking Skill Development 
· Introduction to Focused Note-Taking – Days 6 and 7 
· Review and Goal-setting – Day 71 
· Focused Note Checks – approximately every 10 days (provides accountability and refinement for each aforementioned skill) 
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Weeks at a Glance FAQ 
Pacing 
Q:  I tried to use Weeks at a Glance, but there was too much stuff. How do I keep from getting overwhelmed? 
A:  AVID Weeks at a Glance has lots of information and materials, which is why the goal is not necessarily to cover every item on every day of the WAG. To try to keep up with the pace, look for lessons that can be merged together or individual activities that can be shortened. There’s always a balance between pushing students toward comprehensive preparation for college readiness and not pushing so hard that they shut down. 
 
Q:  My school’s career fair is coming up. Is there a way for me to align my curriculum with the event? 
A:  This is a great reason to adapt the WAG sequence! The WAG lessons are largely designed to be taught in units and can be moved. Tying the lessons into other campus events to increase impact is fantastic. 
 
Q:  I taught my students Cornell notes, but they didn’t get it. WAG told me to move on. What should I do? 
A:  Being connected to the struggles of students is a good reason to adapt lessons. However, it is also important to realize the AVID Elective is designed to build college readiness skills over multiple years. Spending extended time at the beginning of the year on Cornell notes might not be as valuable as spreading out that skill development over the entire year. WAG is designed to target and build upon skills over the course of time. 
 
Q:  I teach more slowly than WAG accounts for. I’m on Day 23, but second semester has started. How do I catch up? 
A:  It is very likely that, at some point, teachers will fall behind the pacing of WAG. However, it is important to note that some key units of study fall at the end of the year, so we highly suggest starting off from the second semester WAG and filling in gaps from previous lessons as needed.  
 
Try to maintain a balance of responding to students’ needs by slowing down or re-teaching, but also remembering that their AVID teacher next year won’t be recovering any of the standards that weren’t covered.   
 
Q:  My school is [1:1/block schedule/long periods/short periods/combined grade levels/didn’t start AVID until ___ grade], so WAG wasn’t written for my type of school. Can I still use it? 
A:  Although AVID Center is constantly revising the lessons to improve their quality, it is unlikely we will ever meet the exact needs of every variation of scheduling or school. Consider adapting lessons to shorten or lengthen according to need or working with other elective teachers to collectively rework the lessons. 
  
Content 
Q:  I’m not an English teacher, and I don’t know how to teach writing. Can I skip the writing units in the 
WAG? 
A:  The lessons are designed to be prescriptive enough that they can easily be followed by teachers unfamiliar with the content and will hopefully spark ideas in teachers who are more comfortable with the topic.  
 
To prepare students for college readiness, it is imperative that each of their AVID teachers cover all grade level standards to prepare them for the next grade level of AVID. Teachers who are still confused or having difficulty with individual WAG lessons should send their questions or concerns to the AVID Curriculum Department via the link at the bottom of the page. 
 
Q:  I have a book study that I’ve done with my AVID class for years! How can I fit it into WAG? 
A:  Spending large amounts of time on one Domain (such as reading) will limit the class time that can be spent on the other seven Domains. Try to connect with other teachers. For example, if English teachers are reading a book of interest in their classes, consider taking an excerpt from the book and using it in a Socratic Seminar. 
 
Q:  I like to pick and choose from all grade levels of WAG. Is this a good strategy? 
A:  This might be appropriate when teaching ninth grade if all the students are new to AVID.  In this case, pulling resources from seventh and eighth grades might support filling in knowledge gaps. However, when pulling a lesson from a past or future year, it’s possible students will repeat a lesson. In addition, some lessons in WAG are designed as larger units of study, so using a lesson from a future year might throw off future instruction. 
 
Q:  I teach multiple grade levels. Can I use the same WAG lesson in all my classes? 
A:  Many of the same skills are spiraled at all grade levels. AVID recommends trying to differentiate as much as possible to cover each grade level’s unique standards. If possible, avoid scheduling multi-grade-level classes in the master schedule. 
 
Q:  What should I do if my ideas and lessons are better than what’s in WAG? 
A:  Please use the link at the bottom of each lesson plan to contribute ideas about how AVID can improve a WAG lesson! 
 
Miscellaneous 
Q:  My understanding was that WAG was optional. Can I simply choose not to use it? 
A:  Yes, WAG is optional. However, remember that according to the Coaching and Certification Instrument (CCI), the standards are not optional! It is critical that all aspects of the standards are covered; the lessons in Weeks at a Glance cover 100 percent of each grade level’s standards.  
 
Be sure to look at what is in WAG before recreating the wheel. There may be topics that you think should be covered now (e.g., Goal-Setting, Time Management, Career Exploration), and WAG might have a unit on those very topics in another five or six weeks. Feel free to change the order of any of the lessons/units in WAG.  
 
Remember that the AVID Elective is ideally designed to be scaffolded over seven years.  Some of the units and topics you really enjoy teaching might be written into seventh or ninth grade. If you choose not to use WAG, you might duplicate identical lessons. 
 
Q:  I have ideas to change or improve some of the WAG lessons. Who do I contact? 
A:  Fantastic! Send them to curriculum@avid.org by clicking on the icon at the bottom right of each lesson plan. 
 
For other questions about Weeks at a Glance, email us at curriculum@avid.org. 
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